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JOSEPH SMITH A TRUE PROPHET. 


III. 
ASTRONOMY OF ABRAHAM. 
JULY 3, 1835, a man by the name of Michael H. Chandler came to Kirt- 
land, Ohio, to exhibit four Egyptian mummies, together with some two 
or more rolls of papyrus, covered with hieroglyphic figures and devices. 
They had been obtained from one of the catacombs of Egypt (near the 
place where once stood the renowned city of Thebes), by the celebrated 
Antonio Sebolo, in the year 1831. Joseph Smith, upon examining the 
rolls of papyrus, discovered that one of them contained the writings of 
Abraham, and another the writings of Joseph who was sold into Egypt. 
The whole collection was bought by the Saints, and Joseph subsequently 
translated the writings of Abraham, which, together with a number of 
illustrations, were published in the Times and Seasons, at Nauvoo, Illinois, 
in 1843, and which we now have in the excellent little work called the 
Pearl of Great Price, under the caption of the Book of Abraham. This 
book, besides giving a history of the creation of the earth and man, also 
introduces a new doctrine in regard to astronomy. It tells of a planet 
called Kolob, near which is the throne of God, and around which every- 
thing in the great universe revolves in regular order. At that time the 
generally accepted theory among astronomers was that, with the excep- 
tion of the few planets (among which is our own earth) which sweep 
regularly around the sun, all the heavenly bodies called fixed stars were 
stationary, and that the sun furnishing light and warmth for our earth, 
besides being the centre of gravitation for our solar system, was the 
nearest fixed or stationary star. Hence, when Joseph Smith, in the 
astronomy of Abraham, introduced the doctrine’ that there was a grand 
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centre set far beyond the limits of our own solar system, he was derided 
by not a few who ascribed the idea to his ignorance, in not having even a 
superficial knowledge of the principles of astronomy. But the theories 
of men change as the Lord gives them more light and intelligence, and 
to-day the doctrine advanced in the Book of Abraham is a generally 
accepted one among astronomers. In proof of this I will introduce the 
following extract of a letter from Lieutenant M. F. Maury, of the United 
States navy, a man acknowledged on all sides as one of the most eminent 
scientific men living, dated Washington, D. C., Jan. 22, 1855: 

It is a curious fact that the revelations of science have led astronomers © 
of our day to the discovery that the sun is not the dead centre of motion 
around which comets sweep and planets whirl; but that it, with its 
—r retinue of worlds and satellites, is revolving through the realms 
of space at the rate of millions of miles in a year, and in obedience to 
some influence situated precisely in the direction of the star Alcyon, one 
of the Pleaides. We do not know how far off in the immensities of space 
that centre of revolving cycles and epicycles may be; nor have our oldest 
observers or nicest instruments been able to tell us how far off in the 
skies that beautiful cluster of stars is hung, whose influences man can 
never bind. In this question alone, and the answer to it, are involved 
both the recognition and exposition of the whole theory of gravitation.— 
(Family Bible, published by H. S. Goodspeed & Co., New York, page 18.) 

Here is another proof that Joseph was a Prophet and an inspired man, 
and that the Book of Abraham is true. : 

LOCATION OF ANCIENT EDEN. 

In 1832 Joseph Smith made the startling declaration that the Garden 
of Eden had its existence on the American continent—in Jackson County, 
Missouri. People as a rule ridiculed the idea, and thought Joseph very 
ignorant indeed in not knowing that which every school boy at that time 
was supposed to know, that Asia was the cradle of mankind. And when 
he further declared that the Grand River Valley, in Daviess County, 
Missouri, was the valley where Adam our father had lived, and that he 
(Joseph) on an adjoining hill had discovered the remnant.of an altar 
upon which the great Patriarch had offered sacrifice, the world thought 
that Joseph Smith was either a religious crank, a blusphemer or a fool. 
I will introduce an item of history in order to make this more plain. It 
was in the summer of 1838, when the Saints were flocking into Missouri 
from different parts of the country, that it became evident that there 
would not be room for all to settle in the immediate vicinity of Far West, 
or in Caldwell County. The Prophet, therefore, together with others, 
started out to select other gathering places. Arriving at a hill where 
there was a fine spring of water, at a point where Grand River suddenly 
changes its course from a southerly to an easterly direction, he was struck 
with the natural beauty of the country, and also with what he thought 
would be a fine townsite on the slope of the hill. Accordingly, the accom- 
panying surveyors began their work of running lines for streets and lots, 
and it was decided to name the place Spring Hill; but they had not pro- 
ceeded far when the Lord, on May 19, 1838, gave a revelation through the 
Prophet Joseph, naming the place Adam-ondi-Ahman, “ because,” said 
the Lord, it is the place where Adam shall come to visit his people, or 
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the Ancient of Days shall sit, as spoken of by Daniel the Prophet.”— 
(Doctrine and Covenants, sec. cxvi.) Joseph was also told that it was the 
place where Adam, as mentioned in a previous revelation, three years 
before his death, blessed his posterity, when they rose up and called him 
Michael the Prince, the Archangel; and he, being full of the Holy Ghost, 
predicted what should befall his posterity to the latest generation.— 
(Doctrine and Covenants, cvii: 53—56.) 

With all the claims of our American people, none, so far as I know, had 
up to that time imagined for our country the honor of being the home of 
our first parents, but since then it has become a favorite theory with 
many. A few years after Joseph had proclaimed that the great Mississippi 
Valley was the first home of man, the learned antiquarian, Samuel L. 
Mitchell, of New York, with other gentlemen eminent for their knowledge 
of natural history, advanced the theory that America was the Jand where 
Adam dwelt. He supported his theory by tracing the progress of colonies 
westward from America over the Pacific Ocean to new settlements in 
Europe and Africa. (Juvenile Instructor, vol. ix: 278.) Other scientists 
have reasoned elaborately from the relics found in different parts of North 
and South America, and have proven that the Western Continent was in- 
habited before the flood. Now, if Adam dwelt in America, Noah also 
dwelt here and must have built his ark on this continent. Without enter- 
ing into a detailed argument to prove this, I will simply read the follow- 
ing from an able and lengthy artiele entitled “Old America,” written by 
G. M. O., and published in the ninth volume of the Juvenile Instructor: 


Modern science has 1 us very accurately drawn charts of the course 
of the wind through the atmosphere surrounding us. We have no reason 
to believe these wind currents have changed since the creation. Now, the 
prevailing current of wind over the central part of North America is from 
the west, and 1388 this was the course followed by the tornado during 
the deluge. If the ark had been built in Armenia, where the moun- 
tain Ararat is situated, and it is found that the wind and currents have a 
7 easterly direction, the ark would, during the one hundred and 

fty days or five months of the deluge (that is from the commencement 
until the waters gained their test depth), have gone in an easterly 
course, say at the rate of about forty miles a — some six thousand miles, 
or beyond China; or if it floated faster, it wou d have left the ark some- 
where in the Pacific Ocean. This would be an unreasonable theory to 


adopt, being entirely inconsistent. But the ark being built in America, 


somewhere, we may imagine in the latitude of Missouri, when taken up 
by the eastern borne — — wafted by the — — B the 
same course, it is not out o e way to sup 1 ave as 
far as Ararat, some six or seven thousand — — from — even had it 
traveled at a more rapid rate than forty or fifty miles a day. Over six- 
teen hundred years had passed from the creation until the ark was fin- 


ished. In this time mankind had increased and multiplied and spread out 
far beyond the country around Eden (the Mississippi Valley), as signs of 


an antediluvian population indicate, and we may suppose the ark was 
built some distance east of the garden, between the states of New York 
and Missouri. Couple this 9 with the circumstances connected 

with the flood, the current flowing from America, and the fact of the 
ark’s resting in an easterly direction from this country, and we can form 
no other reasonable conclusion than that here the miraculous vessel was 
constructed and freighted with its treasure of animal life, and the pro- 
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genitors designated and set —_ to renew the human race. That the 
ancient Americans knew of the deluge is beyond dispute, as we have 
several versions of the story of the flood, that have been handed down as 
tradition by several pationy, and in one instance we have a picture-written 
description of it, an old Toltec record, fortunately preserved from the 
wholesale destruction that followed the conquest. | | 

Suffice it to say that it is no longer considered an absurd theory that 
America was the cradle of man, and the home of Adam, Noah and the 
other antediluvian patriarchs, but it has taken many years of patient 
study and thorough investigation of scientific problems for men of learning 
to come to the same conclusion that Joseph Smith did by revelation be- 
tween fifty and sixty years ago. The following was published in the 
Deseret News of Sept. 18, 1888: 


A CorroporaTIVE Discovery.—A short time ago the Washington Post 
made a remarkable statement regarding the location of the Garden of 
Eden. It announced that Dr. Campbell, of Versailles, had lately discov- 
ered that it was on this continent, and near where St. Louis now stands. 
That gentleman, according to the Post, asserts that the Mississippi River 
is the Euphrates of Scripture and that the Bible furnishes evidence of the 
correctness of his conclusions. It is probable that Dr. Campbell is not 
aware of the fact that he is not the discoverer of what he now announces, 
the Prophet Joseph Smith having many years ago stated that the Garden 

Eden was located in what is now known as the State of Missouri. The 
Prophet also pointed out the precise spot where Adam offered sacrifice to 
the Lord, and where, as the great patriarchal head of the race, he blessed 
his children previous to his departure from the earth. That sacred spot 
in Missouri was designated by the Prophet as Adam-ondi-Ahman, the 
meaning of which is—the land where Adam dwelt. 

My conclusion is this: If scientific men, by the evidences produceable at 
this late day, can indicate that the Garden of Eden was at or near the 
place where St. Louis, Mo., now stands, the Lord, who originally planted 
the garden Himself, could designate the exact spot and tell His Prophet 
that that first garden, the original paradise of man, was located in Jackson 
County, Mo., just 150 miles northwest of St. Louis. : | 

In connection with this, I desire to relate a little experience of my own. 
About two years ago, in company with Elders Edward Stevenson and 
Joseph S. Black, I visited Adam-ondi-Ahman, in Missouri, and as we stood 
upon the site of the altar that I have referred to, and looked over the 
beautiful valley lying south and east of us, I said to myself, “Can it be 
possible that these stones—fragments of which I held in my hand—were 
once parts of the altar upon which our first parent offered sacrifice to 
God?’ 

I Thad previously listened to the testimony of President Wilford Wood- 
ruff, A. O. Smoot and other men of prominence and unimpeachable char- 
acter, to the effect that they were present with the Prophet Joseph in 1838 
when the glorious facts relating to that particular tract of country were 
revealed. But I desired a direct testimony from the Lord concerning the 
matter, and consequently made it a subject of prayer. And I desire, on 
this occasion, to bear my testimony that I received an answer to my 
prayer sufficient to convince me that these things are true. 
[TO BE CONTINUED. 
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IMPORTANT QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


A COMMUNICATION has been received from one of the brethren, asking a 
few questions which he desired to have answered, and as the answers may 
be of interest to others, they are given through these columns. 

First, he asks whether abstinence from water as well as food is proper 
in fasting. | 

There is nothing in the shape of a commandment upon this point; but 
to be a proper and perfect fast, it is quite necessary that water should 
not be used any more than food. The object in fasting is to bring about 
that humility of feeling which is necessary to enable one to exercise faith. 
Men and women, when they fast in a proper manner, abase themselves 
before the Lord. Especially is this the feeling if they become conscious 
of any wrong-doing on their part. 

A notable illustration of this kind of fasting is found recorded in the 
third chapter of Jonah. After Jonah had proclaimed to the people of 
Nineveh the word that the Lord gave him, to the effect that He would 
destroy Nineveh unless the inhabitants thereof repented, the people 
believed God, and a fast was proclaimed. The king himself and the 
nobles humbled themselves before the Lord, and the decree they pub- 
lished was: 


Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste anything: let them not 
feed nor drink water: but let man and beast be covered with vaste 
— cry mightily unto God: a, let them turn every one from his e 

— from the violence that is in their hands. o can tell if God 


a will turn and repent, and turn away from His fierce anger, that we perish 
no 

It will be seen that the animals as well as the people refrained from 
drinking water. This was a fast which the Lord accepted, and Nineveh 
was spared. 

A second question asked is concerning the written form of baptism. 
The reason for asking this question is that some of the Elders insert in 
the form “for the remission of your sins,” others “for the renewal of 
your covenants,” and formerly, in some instances, the words “into the 
United Order,” were inserted. 

The form of baptism given by the Lord for the baptism of those who 
are entering into the Church, is found in the Book of Doctrine and 
Covenants. This is the form which should be followed in the baptism of 
all who present themselves for admission into the Church. 

Under President Young’s administration, when action was being taken 
in regard to the United Order, he taught some of the brethren to use the 
words “into the United Order” in the ceremony of baptism. In the same 
way the words for the renewal of your covenants” were used at the time 
of the Reformation in 18586. 

It is always safe, however, for those who officiate in baptisms, to con- 
fine themselves to the written word. The Lord has given the form, and 
unless there is some special occasion, when the man holding the keys 
suggests another form, it is unsafe and unwarranted to depart therefrom. 
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The third question which is asked is concerning the Word of Wisdom. 
It is said that many say that tea and coffee are not meant by the “hot 
drinks” mentioned in that Word, and that if they let their tea and coffee 
get cold before drinking, they are not violating that Word. 

Tea and coffee were the beverages in use at the time the Word of Wis- 
dom was given, and though these articles are not specifically mentioned, 
the word of the Lord referred to them. 

One of the reasons which the Lord assigns for giving the Word of Wis- 
dom is found in the fourth verse of section 89: 

Behold, verily I say unto you, in consequence of evils and designs which 
do and will exist in the hearts of conspiring men in the last days, I have 
warned you and forewarn you by giving you this word of wisdom by 
revelation. 

This reason applies to the beverages referred to, and to strong drink 
and wine. The adulterations practiced in the manufacture and prepara- 
tion for market of these various articles would astonish many people who 
use them, if they only knew of them. The Lord, knowing His Saints 
would be hated, and that many would think they were doing God service 
in killing them, warned the people against the use of articles of this 
_ character, through which injurious effects could easily be produced among 
consumers belonging to His Church. The articles themselves are not 
good for health. Those who have tested this are thoroughly satisfied con- 
cerning it. The testimony of hundreds among the Latter-day Saints can 
be obtained to the excellent effects which have been secured by them in 
increased health by refraining from the use of tea and coffee. 

In addition to this, hot drinks are declared by the Lord to be injurious. 
While it is true that tea and coffee drunk cold would not be likely to 
have so bad an effect as when they are drunk hot, still they are not suit- 
able as beverages, and does anyone think it probable that many would 
care about using either of them if they had to drink them cold? Certainly 
not. The truth is, however, that both food and drink should not be par- 
‘taken of in a hot condition. Physiologists who have written on this 
subject generally agree in stating that this is not healthy; but, above all, 
we have the word of our Creator so far as hot drinks are concerned. 

The Word of Wisdom should be taken in the spirit in which it was 
‘given. It is not difficult to understand. There is no hidden meaning, 
beyond the reach of the capacity of a child. The Lord has given us 
excellent counsel concerning our food and drink, and the testimony of 
those who have observed it is that it is attended with the blessings that 
He has promised. It is a fact easily proved that in households where this 
Word is observed there is less sickness, and there is more faith when sick- . 

ness makes its appearance. 

There. have been various opinions as to Aber it is now a ente 
ment or not. But what difference is there, in a case of this kind, whether 
it is a commandment or only counsel? The man who would not take the 
counsel of the Lord in regard to matters of this character, would not be 
“likely to obey a commandment. Every parent can ask himself the ques- 
- tion how he would feel towards his children if he gave them good counsel 
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and they declined to obey it, because it did not come in the form of a 
command. He would think they had very little respect for him. Each 
one can reflect upon how our Father in heaven must feel to have His 
kind counsel concerning their food and drink and health disregarded by 
His children who profess to be His Saints.—J/uventle Instructor. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


By an explosion of powder at Zanzibar, on April 10, thirteen men were killed and 
twenty injured. 

May 1 is the date upon which 75,000 Pittsburg, U.S.A., miners have ayreed to strike 
for an eight hours day. In several European towns, also, strikes to effect a similar 
purpose have been agreed upon. 

The representatives of 250 tin plate mills —— at Swansea, South Wales, 
on April 14, and decided to close the mills during July. The reason for this is the 
increased tariff imposed by the McKinley bill. 

The massing of Russian troops on the Austrian frontier is regarded as a menace to the 
peace of Europe, and the opinion is expressed that within a year Russia will be ready for 
an aggressive movement against her neighbors. 

On April 13, at Bradford, a conflict took place eal striking operatives of the 
Manningham Mills and the police. The latter charged a meeting of strikers, but were 
unable to disperse them. The military were called out, the riot act read, and the crowd 
driven back by bayonet charges. A considerable number of people, both police and 
strikers, received injuries. In the neighborhood of the disturbance windows were 
smashed, lamps extinguished, and other damage to property inflicted. 

In 1693 an earthquake overturned fifty-four cities and towns; Catania and its 18,000 
inhabitants were wiped out of existence, and more than 100,000 lives were lost altogether. 
In 1702 Yeddo, Japan, was ruined, and 200,000 people killed. In 1731 Pekin, China, 
lost 100,000 by an earthquake. In 1754, 100,000 were engulfed ‘at Grand Cairo. The 
following year Lisbon was wrecked the second time, losing 60,000 people. The same 
year Kaschan, Persia, with 40,000 people, was totally destroyed. In 1759 Baalbec, 
Syria, was destroyed, 20,000 persons being killed. The same number perished at Aleppo 
in 1822. In 1851 Melfi, Italy, was laid in ruins and 14,000 lives lost. In 1857, in Cala- 
bria and elsewhere, not less than 10,000 perished hy earthquake shocks. One authority 
on the subject estimates that in the years between 1755 and 1857 the kingdom of Naples 
lost not less than 111,000 of its peuple by earthquakes. 

The following is a list of the most famous and disastrous’ wrecks of the last hundred 
years: H. M. S. Royal George, wrecked off Spithead, 600 perished, 1782; Halewell, East 
Indiaman, 386 perished, 1785; Royal Adelaide, wrecked on the Tongue Sands, off Mar- 
gate, over 400 lives lost, 1850; Birkenhead, troopship, wrecked in Simon’s Bay, South 
Africa, 454 perished, 1852; Royal Charter, wrecked off the coast of Anglesey, 446 lives 
lost, 1859; Lady Elgin, sank through collision on Lake Michigan, 285 lives lost, 1860; the 
London, foundered in the Bay of Biscay, 200 persons perished, 1866; H.M.S. Captain, 
foundered near Finisterre, 472 lives lost, 1870; Northfleet; run into off Dungeness, about 
300 lives lost, 1872; Atlantic, White Star liner, wrecked on Meagher Rock, 560 lives lost, 


1873; Cospatrick, took fire at midnight on her way to Auckland, New Zealand, about 470 


lives lost, 1874; H. M. S. Furydice, capsized near Ventnor, about 300 lives lost, 1878; 
Princess Alice, pleasure steamer run into in the Thames near Woolwich by the Bywell 
Castle, between 600 and 700 lives lost, 1878; Grosser Kurfurst, sunk by collision, 300 
perished, 1879; Kapunda, emigrant ship, sank off the east coast of South America, over 
300 lives lost, 1887; H. M. S. Serpent, wrecked off the coast of Spain, 200 lives nn 
Utopia collided with the Anson, 536 lives lost, March 1891. ; 
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THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


MONDAY, APRIL 20, 1891. 


AGAINST TOBACCO SMOKING. 


THE English Anti-Tobacco Society and Anti-Narcotic League is an organ- 
ization that includes among its members many of the well known and 
influential men of Great Britain. Recently the society held a conference 
at Manchester, at which the chief topic for discussion was “Juvenile 
Smoking.” There was pointed out the serious danger to society caused 
by the rapidly increasing habit of smoking among young boys, and the 
following resolutions were adopted: | 


That this meeting feels fully convinced that the present rapid spread of 
smoking amongst boys, by the serious and far-reaching-evils, physical, 
mental, and moral, to which the habit gives rise, threatens to become a 
‘national danger of the gravest character, unless prompt and effectual 
means are taken for its suppression. | | 
That inasmuch as boys contract the habit of smoking in ignorance of 
the injuries it inflicts, this meeting is of opinion that special instruction 
on the subject, as well as on the use of alcohol and other narcotics, should 
be 1 in connection with the teaching of hygiene in schools. ree 
That, whilst systematic teaching will do very much to diminish smoking 
amongst hoys, it is desirable that this agency should be supplemented b 
a law prohibiting lads under the age of eighteen years from smoking, an 
_rendering it illegal to sell, give, or st tobacco in any form to children 
under that age. 3 
That, recognizing the greatness of the task involved in remedying the 
evils of juvenile smoking, this meeting pledges itself to give all necessary 
oT to the Anti-Narcotic League in carrying out the foregoing resolu- 
tions. 


The same subject was also considered by a public meeting in Man- 
chester, at which the following resolutions were passed: 


That in view of the serious moral and physical injuries resulting from 
smoking, especially by boys, and of the recent alarming increase of this 
Blighting habit, this meeting earnestly implores all parents, ministers, and 
Sunday School teachers to do their utmost to save the boys by discoun- 
tenancing and abstaining from the practice. : 
That, as boys are tempted to smoke in imitation of men, and in ignor- 
ance of the injurious and enslaving tendencies of the habit, this meetin, 
earnestly beseeches the school boards and all teachers of private schools 
to safeguard the coming generation by including in their health teachi 
decial instruction on the real nature and results of the use of alcohol, 
tobacco, and other narcotics, as distinguished from those of foods. This 
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meeting is also of opinion that in dealing with juvenile smoking mere | 
ni 


suasion should (as in Germany, Switzerland, and some of the 

States) be supplemented by a law prohibiting lads under the age of six- 
teen years from smoking, and rendering it illegal to sell, give, or furnish 
them with tobacco in any form. . 

That this meeting pledges itself to heartily support the Anti-Narcotic 


2 in carrying out the foregoing resolutions. 
at this meeting hereby empowers the executive of the Anti- Narcotic 


League to memorialize the various Sunday School unions and other na- 
tional and district associations interesting themselves in the welfare of 
the young, to use all their influence to dissuade them from the use of 
tobacco and other narcotics. 7 7 

There is no doubt of the baneful effects of tobacco-smoking. These are 
too apparent to thoughtful observers. By the habit the moral and intel- 
lectual faculties are blunted, and through its continuance the usually 
polite and affable gentleman becomes rude and churlish. This latter 
phase is daily exhibited in public places, where the smoker who ordinarily 
would scorn a suggestion of annoying people by impolite: conduct or 
words, will rudely fill the atmosphere with fumes that are offensive and 
nauseating to women and children and those who do not smoke; yet, if 
he is requested to desist his reply is an ingolent stare or an insulting re- 
mark. | 

But the efforts to suppress juvenile smoking are directed against more 
than a mere violation of social etiquette. They are aimed at an unmiti- 
_ gated evil which is undermining the very foundations of national strength 

and intellectual development. The practice, now so prevalent among the 
youth of civilized countries, has produced incontrovertible testimony that 
the coming generation is more inclined to criminalty than the one which 
preceded it; and that among the most potent causes for this is the con- 
sumption of tobacco in smoking and chewing. The use of narcotics and 
stimulants is stupefying if not destroying the conscience of those addicted 
to it, and is causing a deterioration in those physical powers which are 
necessary for the maintenance and perpetuity of civilized nations. 

While tobacco-smoking was indulged in to only a moderate degree, 
these effects were not generally noticed, though scientific and medical 
men raised a warning voice against the peril which was imminent. But 
now that the pernicious habit has fastened its deadening grip upon the 
masses, the magnitude of the danger’ becomes apparent, and those who 
are not already being swept along by the current are putting forth their 
energies to stem the tide of popular retrogression. In the present situa- 
tion, however, it is doubtful whether the momentum already acquired is 
not so great that these efforts will prove futile, and that humanity must 
pass through another dark epoch of disease and pestilence before there is 
deliverance from the terrible evil. If the highly-commendable attempt 
of the Anti-Narcotic Society is to prove successful, it must receive more 
general support from those who hold the reins of government than it does 
to-day. Much may be accomplished by the education of the young, but 
to cope with the existing condition of things it is necessary to aid the 
moral forces by the strong arm of legal enactment against those who lead 
the juvenile portion of the community te indulgence in this evil habit, as 
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well as against those who instruct them to engage in any other vice or 
crime. 

If the Latter-day Saints have followed the counsel of the Lord, they 
are beyond the effects of the evils which result from the use of narcotics — 
and stimulants. In March, 1833, a revelation called the Word of Wisdom 
was given for the temporal salvation of the Saints, and in that the Lord 
set forth His will upon this subject. Of tobacco He said that it was not 
good for internal use by man. Like all other vegetables, it is created for 
a purpose, but that purpose is not inhalation in the form of smoke, or 
assimilation into the body by chewing; it is “an herb for bruises and all 
sick cattle,” and if confined to its proper sphere, is beneficial. Its wrong- 
ful use is inhibited among the Saints, and where they have given heed to 
the words of revelation, the blessings of the Lord have been with them. 
Any movement that has for its object the protection of the human family 
from the evils which threaten, or the elevation of mankind from degrad- 
ing “habits, has the full sympathy of the Latter-day Saints. J. H. A. 


On Tuesday, April 21, President Brigham Young will leave Liverpool 
on a trip to Scandinavia, to attend conferences there. He will be acoom- 
panied by Elder John F. Squires, of the Liverpool office. They will visit 
Denmark, Sweden and Norway, and be present at the conferences held 
in Copenhagen April 24, 25 and 26, in Christiania N and 3, and in 
Stockholm May 9 and 10. 


RELEASES AND APPOINTMENTs.—Elder Alma H. Hale is honorably re- 
leased from his labors as President of the Irish Conference, to return 


home. 


Elder Da vid Murray is honorably wear from his labors as President 
of the Scottish Conference, to return home. 

Elders Christian J. Mortensen and Thos. H. Blackburn are honorably 
released from their labors as Traveling Elders in the Nottingham Con- 
ference, to return home. 

Elder Arthur F. Cummings is honorably released 5 his labors as 
Traveling Elder in the Birmingham Conference, to return home. 

- Elder F. W. Chappell is honorably released from his labors as Traveling 
Elder in the Manchester Conference, to return home. He arrived here 
in June last, and has labored faithfully, but his lungs having become 
affected, it has been deemed advisable to release him. 

Elder Wm. O'Neil is released from his labors as Traveling Elder in the 
Scottish Conference, and is appointed to preside over the Irish Confer- 
ence, 

Elder George Osmond is released from his labors as Traveling Elder in 
the London Conference, and is appointed to preside over the Scottish 
Conference. 

Kider George W. Young is released from his labors as Traveling Elder 
in the London Conference, and is appointed to labor in the Liverpool 
Elder Edward Burton is released from laboring as Traveling Elder in 
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the Leeds Conference, and is appointed to labor as Traveling Elder in the 
Nen Conference. 


AT THE FUNERAL OF PRESIDENT WELLS. 


THE funeral of the late President Daniel H. Wells took place on Sunday, 
March 29, at the tabernacle in Salt Lake City. The interior of the build- 
ing had a beautiful appearance, there being no aspect of gloom. The 
stands, including the breastwork and stairways, were draped with exqui- 
site taste and skill, but not a vestige of black was visible. The drapery 


was formed by a wealth of white cashmere, festooned with bows of white 


satin ribbon, while white tassels hung gracefully at appropriate intervals. 
The fronts of the pulpits were neatly relieved by sprigs of evergreen, and 
at every available point were living flowers, which seemed to smile in 
their native beauty as they posed gracefully over their respective vases, 
which were also clothed in spotless white. The large organ, too, was 
embellished by white draperies. 

Of the General Authorities of the Church seated on the stands there 
were, of the First Presidency, Wilford Woodruff and George Q. Cannon; 
of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, Lorenzo Snow, Franklin D. Rich 
ards, Francis M. Lyman, John Henry Smith, Heber J. Grant, John W. 
Taylor, Anton H. Lund, and Abraham H. Cannon; Patriarch, John 
Smith; of the First Seven Presidents of the Seventies, Jacob Gates, Sey- 
mour B. Young, C. D. Fjeldsted, John Morgan, B. H. Roberts, and George 
Reynolds; of the Presiding Bishopric, William B. Preston, Robert T. 
Burton, and John R. Winder. There were also many Presidents of Stakes 
and leading men from various parts of the Territory. 

As the body, escorted by the family and carried by the pall bearers, 
entered the tabernacle, the great mass of people arose and reverently 
remained standing until the casket was placed on the table connected 
with the lowest stand, and the family were seated adjacent to and in 
front of it; The casket was in harmony with the decorative drapery, 
being pure white, beautifully mounted with silver. Over and around it 
were a number of elegant floral emblems, in a variety of forms. Among 
them were that of a harp, a crown, and a cushion, on which was the word 
„Rest.“ But the most striking of all was a tastefully arranged bouquet 
surmounted by a snow-white dove. This was placed immediately over 


the casket. Simultaneously with the appearance of the remains at the 


entrance of the building, the organ, under the capable manipulation of 
Prof. J. J. Daynes, rolled out, with deep solemnity, the requiem of the 
dead. After the opening exercises of singing and prayer, 
PRESIDENT WILFORD WOODRUFF 

otis In the providence of God we are again called to pay our last respects 
to, and attend the burial of another one of the Apostles of the Lamb of 
God, raised up in the last dispensation and fulness of times. In the few 
remarks which I shall make this morning, I shall not attempt to enter 
into the history or life, particularly, of Counselor Wells. This has already 
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been presented through the press, and will be fully perhaps by those who 
may follow me. It is sufficient for me to say that Brother Wells has been 
in this Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints over forty-five years. 
He has been closely allied and connected with all the Prophets and Apos- 
tles that have been identified with this Church during that period of his 
life. He has been true and faithful to the Church, to the kingdom of 
God, to the inhabitants of the earth, to the Presidencies of the Church, 
and to the Apostles during this period of his life. It is known to the 
Latter-day Saints—many of them at least—of the diligent labor which he 
has been called to pass through during his sojourn in the Church and 
kingdom of God. 
The Church has been organized sixty-one years the sixth of the coming 
month. During that period the Lord has raised up Prophets and Apos- 
tles, Elders and Saints, many of whom have laid the foundation of the 
Church and kingdom of God on the earth and have labored therein. But 
time has called them to the other side of the veil. After finishing their 
work here in the flesh, the Lord has called them home; and when they 
pass to the other side of the veil their missions are not closed; they have 
a work to perform there, as well as they have while tabernacling in the 
flesh on the earth. For some cause or reason unbeknown to me, I have 
lived to attend the funerals and follow to the grave a great share of the 
Prophets and Apostles and many of the Saints who have labored in this 
Church in their day and generation. 
I will express myself here to my friends, as I have done on many occa- 
sions, with regard to funerals, with regard to death, and with regard to 
going into the spirit world. I have never felt to Maut in my spirit to 
follow any Prophet, any Apostle, any Saint of the living God to the 
grave, who has been true and faithful to God, who has been true and 
faithful to His covenants, who has received the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
and the ordinances thereof, and the holy Priesthood. Such men and 
women have filled their missions here upon earth with honor, with labor, 
with love, until they have been called home. They have died in the faith, 
and they will receive a crown of glory. Those have been my feelings in 
the death of President Loung, Brother Kimball, Brother Taylor, the 
twelve Apostles, and all men who have received thie — of — 
and been true and faithful in that mission. | 

There is an eternal reality—which the whole world will find in 
life. There is an eternal reality in death. There is an eternal reality in 
the resurrection, and in the future judgments, and in God’s dealing with 
all men in the future according to the deeds done in the body; and when 
& man or woman who has entered into covenant with the Lord, who has 
received the Gospel and the ordinances thereof, and been true and faithful 

in his or her day and generation, has been called home into the spirit 
‘world, where is the man who comprehends these principles that can 
mourn for that brother or sister? Here lies before us the tabernacle of 
Counselor Daniel H. Wells. His death has been sudden to us. I did not 
know that he was sick, or that he was in the city, till about two days 
before his death. Well, we mourn his loss. We feel his loss. Al those 
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associated with him do. We feel the loss of men occupying such positions 
as he has done. His position has been very responsible. He has magni- 

fied it unto the end. Now, when Brother Wells’ spirit left the body, 
what was his condition? Well, I have my faith and my views with regard 
to it. When his spirit left his body he met with a corps of friends ready 
to receive him—those friends with whom he has dwelt, with whom he 
has labored, with whom he has toiled in building up the Church and 
kingdom of God on the earth. There is rejoicing when a spirit of a Saint 
of the living God enters into the spirit world and meets with the Saints 
who have gone before him. 

Brethren and sisters, we are not here in the flesh upon uncertainty. 
We are here upon a mission. We have been kept in the spirit world until 
the day and generation in which we live, and we have been called forth 
to tabernacle here in the flesh. We have heard the Gospel. We have 
believed it. We have received it. We have received the ordinances 
thereof. We have a testimony before high heaven of the truths of these 
eternal principles. All the unbelief of wicked men or devils on the face 
of the earth cannot take these things from our hearts. We know they 
are true by the revelations of God and by the inspiration of the Almighty 
through the Holy Ghost, the Comforter. Therefore, we have a great deal 
to encourage us and to comfort us. 

Of course the family of Brother Wells—his wives, his sons and his 
daughters, his relatives—all feel his loss. But when we contemplate and 
look forward to the future, and realize the day is not far distant when 
Jesus Christ Himself will come in the ‘clouds of heaven to reward every 
man according to the deeds done in the body, then will come forth the 
resurrection of the just, and this man whose tabernacle is here to-day 
will come forth out of his grave, his body will become immortal, and he 
will stand in the midst of the Gods—in the midst of God the Father, God 
the Son, and all the righteous and holy beings who have kept the same 
law, no matter what age of the world they may have lived in. Then will 
come forth the reward that the veil hides from your faces and mine to- 
day—the reward of those men and women who have entered into cove- 
nant with the Lord, who have received the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Brother Wells is happy. He would not come back here if he had the 
privilege. He has lived to a good old age, and has gone down into the 
grave like a-shock of corn fully ripe, and with the harness upon him. 
He and President Young were about the same age at death. Well, we 
feel many times as we did in the days of Joseph. The Church felt then 

as though they.could not live without him. But these things are in the 
. of God. 

I would say to the family and to the a of Brother Wells, let your 
hearts be comforted. All is right. Brother Wells has as much power to 
work and labor for your interest the other side of the veil as he has been 
able to do here. He has performed a work here for the living and for the 
dead. He has gone to the other side of the veil to receive his reward. 
So I say to the Latter-day Saints, let us be true and faithful to God and 
our covenants. We are here upon a mission. Some are taken; some are 
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left. I have never seen a year that I know of in this Church when there 
have been as many aged men called away, many of them suddenly, as in 
the year that has passed and gone. Of course it only remains for those of 
us who are left to try to do our duty the remaining days that we have to 
spend here. But I want to say to all the Latter-day Saints, have no fears 
with regard to the kingdom of God, nor the Church of Christ, nor the 
work of God. It is true. Zion is true. The dispensation is true. The 
holy Priesthood is true. Therefore, let us be true in our labors, and labor 
while the day lasts; keep the commandments of God, and prepare our- 
selves for that which is tocome. Our brethren are busy on the other 
side of the veil, and they have a work to do to prepare themselves for the 
coming of the Son of Man. 

All men who go into the spirit world, and who bear the holy Priesthood, 
will continue their labors. Their works will follow them. Their work 
will not cease when they lay their tabernacles down here in the tomb. 
Their spirits in the spirit world mingle with those whom it is their right 
and privilege to mingle with, and the work will continue. Therefore, I 
say to the family and to the Latter-day Saints, God bless you all. Let us 
be true. Let us be faithful. Let us keep the commandments of God. 
Let us labor while the day lasts, for soon night may come when no man 
can work. 

My brethren that follow me will occupy the time to enter into these 
things more fully with regard to Brother Wells, as they shall be led by 
the Holy Spirit. I felt that I could not do justice to my feelings without 
making a few remarks upon this occasion; but I do not feel to spend a 
great deal of time in talking to the Latter-day Saints. I ask God, my 
Heavenly Father, to bless you—to bless the family, bless the Elders of 
Israel, bless the Apostles, and all the quorums and Saints. As I said 
before, let us be true to our covenants, true to God and true to the work 
we are engaged in; for we ourselves will soon be called home, to follow in 
the same path; our bodies will be laid in the tomb, as Brother Wells is 
going to be to-day, and we will get through with our mission unto which 
we have been-sent here. I thank God for the Gospel. I thank God for 
the light of heaven and for the truths of eternal life which have been 
revealed from heaven for the exaltation, glory and salvation of the chil- 
dren of men. I pray God, my Heavenly Father, that His blessings may 
attend us, that we may be sustained until we get through with our labor 
in the flesh, that we may inherit eternal life, for Jesus’ sake, amen. 

[To BE CONTINUED. | 


THE RESOURCES OF ALASKA. 


Moser people regard Alaska as a dreary, far-away province, entirely desti- 
tute of ordinary resources. The census bulletin on that Territory affords 
a different view. The sources of wealth there are furs, fish, minerals and 
timber. Since Alaska became a Territory of the United States, the value 
of fur seal skins exported to London has reached ~~ and for 
other kinds of fur $16,000,000, 
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thes the extermination. of the coal 
benefit, notwithstanding the amount of money the fur realizes. This 
animal preys on the fish to such an extent that it almost renders the fish- 
eries of Alaska unprofitable. | 

The waters of the great Yukon river for 1500 miles abound with red and 
king salmon. The whale fisheries for 1890 yielded 226,402 pounds of 
whalebone, 2980 pounds of ivory, and 14,567 barrels of oil. 

The annual production of gold dust and bullion averages about $700,000. 
Copper abounds in the Territory, but the difficulties of transportation are 
such that at present it is not worth working. Lignite coal is found in 
several districts, but there is only one coal mine in operation. 

People who are conversant with the situation in Alaska, favor the open- 
ing up of the country to bona fide settlers. At present it is the prey of 
adventurers who denude it of its resources, and who have only a passing 
interest in its affairs. By colonizing it with industrious, hardy families, 
it will have a far different showing at the next census. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 

A new telephone line is to be constructed between Logan and Paradise, Cache County. 

W. C. Hall has been appointed city attorney for Salt Lake, vice S. A. a 
signed. 

At a meeting of the stockholders of . on March 31, the capital 
stock was increased to $500,000. 

The post office at Salt Lake City has been removed to the new buildiag at the corner 
of West Temple and Second South streets. 

Brother Nelson A. Empey has been appointed Bishop of the Thirteenth Ward, Salt 
Lake City, in place of Bishop Millen Atwood, deceased. 

Work has commenced on the $250,000 McCornick building to be erected at the corner 
of First South and East Temple streets, Salt Lake City. 

The Hotel Morgan, a 100-room building erected on the site where formerly stood the 
Morgan College, Salt Lake City, has been completed this spring. 3 

On April 3 the drug store belonging to Dr. Rogers, at American Fork, was burned; 
loss $5000. It is supposed to have been the work of an incendiary. 

In the election for school bonds in Salt Lake City on March 30, Judge Anderson 
decided that the Utah Commission have charge of the proceedings. | 

On March 13 there was an elopement in Salt Lake City, a street car conductor named 
Joseph Wray and a young married woman residing in the Eighteenth Ward being the 
parties. It is said they left for California. The husband of the guilty woman will seek 
for a divorce. 

June 5 and 6 have been decided upon as the dates for the great spring musical festival 
to be given in the tabernacle, Salt Lake City, under the direction of Prof. Evan 
Stephens. Myron W. Whitney, the great American will appear with Zion’s 
Choral Society on the occasion. 

An individual named T. J. Hudson has laid claim to sixteen blocks of property in the 
most desirable residence portion of Ogden, and alleges that he can secure it because 
there is a defect in the title of the real owners. The matter will go to the courts, but 
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